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There were lots of picture 

references for Bobcats on the 

internet, but one day I actually 

spotted one in a fie ld near our 

house, so I took some photos of 

my own. At the time I couldnõt 

find the owner, so I was expecting 

to hear gunshots at any minute 

(this is North Idaho after all)!   

The half -width trac k runs very 

well on the ½ inch P ulleys 

and seems to be in scale with 

the rest of this compact 

machine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stan Knight   

- Idaho USA  
Carousel  

Alan Esplen left  with Stan Knight right  

I stumbled across this ôMan¯geõ in a French MM for 

May 1956 a while ago, and I found it to be a ver y 

attractive model. My dictionary doesnõt give  

a translation for ôMan¯geõ, but I presume it refers  

to a Fairground Carousel or Merry -Go-Round.  

I am an ancient Brit and I moved to USA 30 years ago. I still have 

family in UK (England, Wales, and Ireland!!) so I periodically 

retu rn to London to visit them. I first contacted Alan through his 

personal Meccano website some years ago (we are both Graphic 

Designers and Meccanomen so we have quite a bit in common) 

and we correspond frequently even now. He and his wife have 

visited us in  Idaho and I have stayed with Alan a number of 

times when I have been in England. He lives in Maldon , Essex. 

This occasion in his 'hobby room' was in 2011.  

The first major obstacle in my way was that the Manège  

required 24 Sector Plate s to make the circular Platform  

and I only had 10!  In the event, my son, Dave, in Llanelli  

came to my rescue and was able to supply the extra 14.  Bert Love mentioned this feature of the 

Sector Plates in his Meccano Constructorsõ Guide, but he failed to wa rn us that you need 24 

pristine Sector Plates to construct the circle!  Mine come from many and various sources and are 

in ôall sorts and conditionsõ, so you may see in the photo that, when assembled, the p latform 

didnõt lie flat. I had to dismantle and rea ssemble this many times, ôreadjustingõ flanges and 

   inserting Washers between some of the plates before I achieved  a reasonably level circular base.   

    After I looking more closely at the structure  of the t ower and the individual ôRidesõ in the  

    French MM model it became clear that a lot of Perf Strip  and Flex Plate s needed  bending  and 

even Strip Plate bending which I hate to  do! 

In fact the small models  were not that  

great.  So I thought I would  

attempt to build my  own  

Carousel , totally  

ignoring  the French  

instructions, apart from  

the Sector  Plate base.   

I began by building  

a new set of small  

ôRidesõ and oddball  

 vehicles ð just for  

      the heck of it.   
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The French Manège 

included ôun bateauõ 

in their ôRidesõ, but I 

thought it rather 

crude. My d inghy 

has a moving rudder 

and adjustable sails.   

 I found some very  

good reference s on the  

internet for 1930s racing  

cars, with an especially clear  

side elevation of a 1933 Bugatti.  

I reprised a small  

model ôFarmallõ tractor  

I had built previously (in my series of 

models where I was trying to make good 

use of the tyres for 1½ inch Pulleys).  

I omitted the working steering, as  

it wouldnõt be needed on the static Ride!   

 The French MM  

instructions also have a small prop 

plane ôRideõ. My bi-plane is base d on 

the old Meccano Aero Constructor 

models. The ones I have seen are on 

Alan Esplenõs website. The wings are 

held with Screwed Rods cut to size. 

The rear body section is a small 

Plastic Plate. It hasnõt cracked yet! 

 I had good picture  

reference for the larger  

WWII Willys Jeep I had built before, b ut 

this miniature version wasnõt so easy.  

I cheated with the bonnet ð I cut t wo 

smal l Flex Plates from my scrap box 

down to 3x 4 holes, drilled a n extra 

hole , bent them and  sprayed them 

green.  

 Thereõs a clever little  

motorbike in the Engli sh MM for June 

1956. C lever, because it can be built 

fro m the tiny Outfit 0 and yet it a ctually 

looks like a motorbike!  I started from 

that model then added some details   

and improvements of my own.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tower unit is stationary  and the c anopy  and platform revolve around it. I decided to  

support the  platform at the bottom on a heavy duty roller  bearing. The large boss of t he 

central Sprocket provides a secure anchor for the driving Axle Rod.   

I donõt know how to  power a motor for a model that  rotates, so I was restricted t o using a self -contained motor and b attery box.                    

The Carousel   is heavy so I was no t sure whether the 6v Motor would be able to turn it, so I put together a multiple reduction  

gearbox.  Iõm    sure that using  two Worm Gears in the same train is not a good idea, but I had little option. My only 19:1 r eduction          

gearbox was   buried in anoth er model. In the end this tiny motor does turn the Carousel , albeit sedately!   

Later I obtained another 19:1  

reduction g earbox and built 

this alternate arrangement, 

omitting the Worm drives.  

However, the original gearbox  

has worked and I have not needed 

to r eplace it with this one ðyet!  

 Itõs great! 

Having completed my set of  ôRidesõ 

I start ed think to about the Carousel  

structure.  From the outset  I was  

concerned about supporting  the we ight  

of the Sec tor Plate p latform  and my  

heavy ôRidesõ. In the French model  the  
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I was pleased that my structure is strong enough to 

support the heavy p latform and  ôRidesõ, and that the tiny 

6v m otor is sufficient to turn the whole thing via my weird 

gearbox.  To increase its f airground pizzazz I cut a yellow 

canopy out of  art paper, and added yellow Brace d Girders 

and stars around the t ower. Flashing ôfairyõ lights provide 

the finishing touch. (My Meccano labels and pennants are 

courtesy Alan Esplen.)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the gearbox set insi de 

the beginnings of the round 

tower. I doubled the Angle 

Girders to an ticipate the need 

for extra support for the 

canopy.   

This is the  roller bearing in place in the competed model. 

Only the bottom Flanged Ring is static.   

The t ower has been       plated and bolted 

to the top Flanged Ring of the roller 

bearing. The flattened Formed Slotted 

Strips will connect the roller bearing to 

the inside of the Sector Pla te p latform.  

The beginnings of the c anopy. The radiating 

Angle Girders will be used to form part of the 

support f or the outside of the circular p latform.   

The supporting long Axle Rods are held at the top by 

Collars and at the bottom by Rod So ckets. The 24 

Sector Plates are edged with short Angle Girders.   

Braced Girders form 

the decorative edge 

of th e canopy.   
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Build a gearbox  

in 80 steps  
          - Richard Payn  

See all t he steps in the NZM Gallery  

http://www.nzmeccano.com/image-143777  

This gearbox gives equally spaced gears that are 

between 40% and 43% apart, much like a real truck 

gearbox.  The parts required are shown in the 

photographs along with part numbers and 

explanations of why some specific parts are used. 

eg. òThe unit will work just as well if the 20t and 

56t gears are s wapped with 19t  and 57t gears.ó 

Richard has gone to great lengths to document his build of 

a 10 Speed Forward, 2 Speed Reverse Gearbox . 

Thereõs no room in the magazine to publish 

all 80 photo s so Iõve condensed them into 

thumbnails to give you an idea of the scope  

of this project and you can follow the link to  

the NZM Gallery for more detail.  

Each photo is accompanied with text describing 

what you need to do for that particular step. 

Good luck! Send us some pics if you succeed.  

http://www.nzmeccano.com/image-143777
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ARE  

Nigel Pope ð UK improves the Thunderbird 2  
Last Christmas, Santa  

very  kindly brought me  

a Thunderbird 2 set and I made the model. You can see the model in the 

photograph standing up on its extending legs.  However, I was not very 

happy with the mod el. The main reason for this is  that it only has a 

passing resemblance to Thunderbird 2.  There are all sorts of things 

wrong with it. Here are a few of the ones I particularly didn't like:  

 The front is far too wide an d covers the air intakes to the engines . 

                                    There is no floor to the cockpit. I am sure  

                                     Virgil Tracy did not have his feet sticking  

                                      out of the bottom l ike Fred  Flintstone.  

                                        The body should taper towards the  

                                             back but the model is dead straight.  

                                                   The pod is the wrong shape a nd  

                                                       is in constant danger of being  

                                                         scratched.  

                                                          The engine exhausts fall off  

                                                            all the time.  

                                                             The pod has no floor. This  

                                                              greatly reduces its play  

                                                              value. Also t here is no     

                                                              back to the model and  

                                                             the tailplane is the wrong  

                                                            shape and far too wide.  

 I could go on, but rather than do this, I thought I would have a go at  making a better 

model. However, I did not have enough parts in Thunderbird green. Then recently  

I saw that Amazon were advertising a used  TB2  set at half price . 

The key element is getting the pod to be 

the right shape. It must taper towards the 

back and have no bolt heads on the sides.  

 

Inside view. A floor is important.  

The white strips in the  

windscreen are made from  

a bit of springy white plastic  

which began life as the back of  

a document folder.  

They are actually all o ne piece which 

is secured with the nut at the top.  

 

I bought this set and  found that it was 

only the box and instructions that were 

damaged and I was going to  throw 

those away in any case. So I set about 

making an improved version . 

 

The pod door is now  

comprised of two flex 

plates instead of one.  

 Pod is  

higher  

The NSG (Not So Good) original.  
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Brilliant , Nigel!  

Iõll s-s-start  

making changes  

Just h eld in 

place by friction.  

The pod is prevented from 

moving sideways a nd from 

getting scratched by a couple of 

small rubber wheels which are 

just pushed onto a long bolt.  

 

I decided to dispense with the long legs as they donõt really add anything  

to the play value of the model. I suppose they are supposed to be telescopic 

and to go inside the fuselage when Thunderbird 2 is in f light.  However,   

       Meccano rods are too long to be stowed conveniently  in the model.  

                         Even in the puppet TV shows you can see that the makers  

                            of their model actually pushed the legs up from  

                               underneath the set.  

 

The green strips that cover the 

gap between the pod and the top 

of the fuselage are made from 

the left over parts of the sticker 

sheet which came with th e set.  

There are new 

arrangements 

underneath to 

hold the pod in 

place.  

The curved 

green strip at 

the front edge 

of the pod bay 

is there to 

cover the gap.  

 

A much needed 

floor is added and 

the pod is now 

secured from 

underneath.  

International 

Rescue  
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Sayan Chowdhury  
                         - India  

Current Collection:  

These days there are a lot of Meccano compatible sets in In dia which are 

good quality, so I  periodically buy lot s of these se ts.  Iõm also fortunate to 

have fou nd couple of elderly Meccanoboys  in India who were willing to sell 

their collection s for a reasonable price.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/saimorp h  

My name is Sayan 

Chowdhury and I live in 

Kolkata in the state of West 

Bengal in India.  I am a 

Data Analytics architect at 

a multinational c ompany.  

 

             Early days in Meccano:  

             I was hooked to Meccano at a very early age when my grandma gave  

             me a Meccano clockwork motor which belonged to my father.  

              However nobody in m y home was into Meccano, hen ce I  had to   

learn  all of the tips & tricks by mysel f. As I  progressed further into the  hobby 

I kept receiving E rector sets bought by my uncle f rom the US and sometimes 

by my Dad during overseas tours. That was pretty much  my only source of 

Meccano at a y oung age. Later I  got to know about Ashok Banerjee from 

whom I bought a lot of Meccano with my pocket money.  

 

Meccano Train:  

Ins pired by the train tracks my son plays with I thought of building a 

Meccano train which could run on those tracks and some accessories like  

a platform to enhance the beauty of the model. My son  loved it a lot and it 

was very satisfying to watch it run smoothly. I didn't have a ready design,  

so I built a couple of iterations of the main engine in a week and then kept  

          on adding the bogies and the carriages over the next week. I was  

             particularly satisfied  with the platform design and itõs one my    

             favourite parts of the model.  ð Sayan Chowdhury.  

 

Eeek! Whatõs that I see!  

You can see videos of all Sayanõs wonderful models 

and subscribe to his YouTube channel by clicking  

                                the link below.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/saimorph
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The Hainault Hangout  

By Richard Smith - UK  

Held at the Hainault Baptist Church on Saturday December 7 th  2019  

Roger Auger  

Gregg Worwood ð Murray Blenkinsop steam 

loco  
Cathy Claydon  

NAAFI Van left  

John Gay - Duchess of 

Atholl loco below  

Gregg Worwood pedalling  

 

Alan Esplen  

Stack those 

chairs boys.  

I need more  

room!  

Jamie  Plicio ð Meccanoid robot  

                                           Preparation started the  

                                   night before getting as many models  

                            as I could in to two large plastic containers but my  

                     Double Decker B us didnõt fit and would have to travel separately.  

              I left the house  in darkness at 6:30am to drive over to Roger  Upson Smith õs aiming to  

       leave his house at 7am.  Roger had already filled his car boot with models and I put my boxes on  the 

back seat of his car, the B us travelling in the footwell.  We set off not much after our scheduled time  and had  

 a good run down the A12 from Ipswich to Hainault arriving around 8:15am. Our destination was the Hainault Baptist Church , a 

relatively modern building comprisin g a church with a function room , restrooms and a kitchen. We were met by Tim Surtell who 

directed us to the  tables assigned to Roger and myself, which had been covered with blue cloths. The room had been laid out in a 

very professional looking PDF document that had also been emailed to us in advance.  Roger and I were amongst the first to arrive 

and having set o ut our display we were able to chat with the other NELMC members as they arrived. Dave Taylor had set up his 

Meccano business and it was difficult to resist a quick look at what was available ð I needed a few spare parts to try and complete a 

set I had rec ently bought 2nd hand and I was v ery pleased to find a 5x3 hole Double Obtuse Flanged P late in grey which was on 

my list !  The room began to fill up and soon the doors were opened to the general public. I grabbed a quick coffee and sausage roll 

and  

 

then settled in to the routine of talking people through my models ð my Crane brake 

controlled by differential was of particular interest to Meccano people.  

Things quietened down around 2:30 and I had another 

good look at all th e amazing models people had brought 

with them.  About  4:30 it was clear that  

no more people were going to come in  

and some people had started to pack up . 

Tim  Surtell  drew the raffle and there  

were cheers as various people picked up  

Meccano based prize s. After saying our  

farewells we headed home via the KFC  

(20 minute wait for KFC!) and got back  

to Rogerõs at 6.40pm. A great day out  

with excellent company. Thanks NELMC  

and Tim for organising it! ð Richard.  


