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Improve your  

Swing Ship from  

the Ferris Wheel 

outfit 8257  

This colourful outfit is one  of my favourite and many 

years ago I built the Swing Ship model with additions 

like the Pirate Ship banner on top, a boarding platform 

with stairs and handrails but it still didnõt swing very 

well. It would start fast then slow down so I tried 

replacing t he rubber band with a direct drive.  

That didnõt work at all as the motor groaned  

under the strain and smelt like it was  

about to catch fire! I went back to  

the rubber band drive and used  

a speed controller to try and match  

the  speed of the motor with the speed  

of the swing boat as best I could.  

Recently a Mecconoboy in England  

was having the same problem so I  

started thinking about how to vary  

the swing speed of the boat. The  

bottom line is you canõt. The  

frequency is determi ned  

by physics. T  is t he period  

of the motion, the time for  

a complete oscillation  

(outward and return)  while  l 

is the length of the pendulum and g is the  

gravitational constant (  å 9.81 m/s2 ). As the  

length i s fixed the only way you change the  

speed is to put it on the Moon as Andy Knox  

so eloque ntly pointed out. After mulling over it  

for so me time I came up with a way of synch ing  

the motor with the boat so that the motor does  

one revolution each time the boat reaches  

the limit of its arc.  

 

All you need are  2 microswitches and a 60RPM motor.   One switch is 

mounted so as to be pressed down when the ship reaches the end of its 

arc while the other is mounted so as to be pressed down when the bolt on 

the bush wheel is top dead centre. When you first apply power the Motor 

Switch is pressed down an d being in a Normally On configuration it is Off 

so no power is applied to the motor. As the ship is resting at the bottom of 

its arc the Ship Switch is not pressed down and being wired in the 

opposite Normally Off configuration it is Off so no power is ap plied to the 

motor. With neither switch in the On position nothing happens but now 

the magic of electronics begins. Push the ship far enough to press down 

the Ship Switch and it will be On long enough to start the motor turning 

at which point the bolt on t he bush wheel moves away from the Motor 

Switch and power is now applied to the motor even if the Ship Switch is  

               returned to the Off position. The motor will continue until the  

               Motor Switch is pressed down by the bolt on the Bu sh Wheel at  

               which point it stops until itõs triggered again by the Ship Switch. 

              The trick is to make sure the motor runs fast enough to complete 

one full rotation before the Ship Switch is triggered again. Anything 

between 60 a nd 100 RPM should be fine.  

Left. Careful adjustment 

is required to make sure 

the Motor Switch is fully 

depressed at Top Dead 

Centre.  

Right.  Use a long lever to 

make sure the bolt on 

the crank can pass over 

fully without getting 

caught under the lever 

on the return journey.  

Long lever triggered by ship  

 

Short lever trigger ed by bolt  

   on bush wheel driven by  

      the  motor.  
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Above is the 1964 0 -1 manual and you can see it was printed by the 

usual number 13 printer in January 1964 and 150,000 copies were 

made. The code on the right however is a little more difficult. Clive 

Weston has recorded a few of these codes and tells us that 12720 

means it was translated into French, Dutch, German and Italian. Some 

other codes that Clive has recorded are 12722 for GB/F/NL/D/I and 

12747 for GB/E/P/S/N.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print Codes / References  

From 1918 until 1929 all manuals (and other literature) 

had a Print Code  in the following format: mmyy/nn  

In 1930 the print code was amended to also include a 

printer's reference. This lasted until the late 1960 s. These 

manuals (and other literature) had a Prin t Code in the 

following format: pp/mmyy/nn  

pp  - Reference number of the printer's wh o printed the manual - This is 13 for most manuals except Gears . 

mmy y  - The month and year of the printing.  

nn  - The number of copies printed in thousands.  

Note that some 1962 -9 manuals omit the printer's reference number and just show the printing date and print quantity like the 

pre -1930 manuals.  

 

From the late 1960 s all  manuals instead had a Print Reference, which was same for all the printings of a particu lar manual. 

Note that many 1960s manuals had both a P rint Code and a Print Reference. The first manuals known with only a Print 

Reference are the No.9 outfit leaflets issued in 1962. The last manuals with a Print Code were issued during 1969.  

 

As the Print Reference did not show the printing date, dating manuals  after 1970  can be very difficult. However in the period 

1970 -2, Meccano Ltd changed their name several times.  In addition, from 1973 the manuals also had a copyright date. Both 

these things help to determine the year of printing. The biggest problem is in dating those 1960 s manuals which only have a 

Print Reference - e.g. Play -Set manuals.  

 

What do those 

numbers on 

Meccano manuals 

mean?  

Printed by printer number 7 in March 1965 

with 15,000 copies printed  

5,000 copies 

printed in 

March 1928  

The above is extracted from Tim Edwardsõ wonderful website. 
https://www.meccanoindex.co.uk/  

This Number 9 outfit manual from 

1974 leaves no doubt as to when 

it was printed but the 6 digit code 

required a lot of deducing and 

sleuthing to decloak.  

Enter Clive Weston who has a most comprehensive 

collection of manuals. Clive tells us this cod e shows 

the languages the manual was translated into. Most 

of the records of printers names and translation 

lists were destroyed after Binns Rd closed but Clive 

says: òThe number code like 162169  (also series 

57xxx and 72xxx) appears to be just a sequentially 

issued number. The code is particularly hard to 

crack because it seems to include all lit erature 

produced. This includes Hornby, Dinky, Bayko  etc 

for all markets.  I never got  enough in formation 

together to start to  produce a list. ó 

https://www.meccanoindex.co.uk/
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Model Engineers Expo  
Oakleigh Melbourne October 5 and  6 

Anthony Burkitt  

built a 4x4 truck  

Johnny built  

Thunderbird 2  

Rick Green  

built the Chevy 

Silverado  

 

Jack &  

Maria V anDongen  

Chris 

Curnick  

Graham 

Jost  

Gerard Dean and his Tiger tank  
The expo theme was 

òLetõs Make Itó so the 

Melbourne Meccano Club 

members not only 

displayed their models 

but we actually built 

models throughout the  

two -day exhibition which 

was a nice change. Just 

sitting there makes you  

a target for prattlers but 

this provided an escape 

clause. òSorry, must get 

on with it now.ó 

Jim Munroõs 

wheelie bin  
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Melbourne Expo 2019  

Tony Press 

Morgan 3 -wheeler  

Our hall in 

Gardenvale  

Mary Jost  

North Hall  

South  Hall  

The Melbourne Meccano Club Inc. is our own club so Iõve devoted 3 

pages to it but Iõm afraid I just canõt fit every exhibitor so apologies to 

those Iõve missed. Fear not, there will be a complete write-up in the 

MMCI Newsletter at a later date. We had visi tors from Brisbane, Sydney 

and Adelaide and even faraway lands like New Zealand with David Couch 

visiting from the Land of the Long White Cloud. His Rubikõs Cube solver 

suffered a bit from the travel but great entertainment was provided as he 

bent, tweaked  and cajoled parts back into a working state.  

Watch Davidõs invention solve the 

cube at our expo on my  

YouTube channel.  

https://youtu.be/RZyVruPyQNo  

Dave 

Denner  

Jack Parsisson - Shay Locomotive  

David Couch  

Jim  

Munroõs 

Wheelie 

bin full 

of LEGO  

https://youtu.be/RZyVruPyQNo
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Johnny built this 

car over the 2 days  

Jackson (L) and his big 

brother Bradley built a 

number of models  

Melb Expo 

cont.  

Smiling happy faces. David Couchõs Rubikõs cube solver 

We had a focus on children  with 3 tables dedicated to kids 

building models and our club president Cathy Tritt brought 

along her boy scout troop to provide the omnipresent Aussie 

sausage sizzle. Jack Parsisson handed out 3 -hole strips for 

club members to exchange for a free sausage with onions and 

sauce. The scouts even set up a tent for Tony Press and his 

band of volunteers to take the entrance fees and sell a few 

club magazines. Without our volunteers the expo would not 

be possible so a big thank you to all those that helped out.  

Steve Butterworth had a crane controlled by his tablet  

Johnny did a sterling job building his model while 

demonstrating the helicopter, answering questions, and 

dealing with errant children climbing under the tables.  

Russell Hiscock and 

daughter Kirylee  

The iconic Aussie snag in 

bread was enjoyed by 

exhibitors and the public  

Children are our  

               Future  



Murray Tulett  (L) 

discussing his 

clock with Jack 

Parsisson  
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Anthony Burkitt 

King Ghidorah  

Matthew 

Auger - Giant 

Dragline 

Model Plan 87  

Ric Green (L) and  

Alan Hassett who 

was just back from 

attending the 

Henley gathering  

Graham Jost  -

Magnetic 

Maypole Braider  

Chris Curnick 

and helper  

Barry 

McDonald  

Jim Munro and 

Cathy Tritt  

Anthony Burkitt 

King Ghidorah  
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Midlands Meccano Guild at                      October  

Jim Gamble  

A compilation of 

photos and tales 

from Mick Burgess, 

Richard Payn and 

Bob Thompson  

                      The MMG is the oldest of the "new" Meccano clubs in   

                   the UK, heralding the start of sophisticated adult model  

              building in the UK in 1967 . It is always a pleasure going to  

        the meetings, in spite of the 300 mile round trip and inevitable  

        early start. The last meeting was on the 12th October, so my  

  alarm  was set for 6:00am. It was a rainy day in the London area but 

the forecast was dry for the meeting at Baginton. I was on the road b y 

6:30am, to go and pick up Robin Schoolar from Merton at 7. We have 

known each other from the late 1970s, having met at the  Holy Trinity 

Meccano Club. It was great to have company as we discussed various 

things Meccano, which meant the two hour drive flew by.  The hall  

was already pretty full but I had a space reserved  for my  

large model . Many friendships were quickly  renewed as 

I assembled my large lorry mounted crane.  The day  

flashed by, with plenty of tea on offer and a tasty  

lunch  provided by an excellent refreshments team.  

It was the  AGM and the treasurer was unable to be  

at the meeting  so I stepped in to give a report  on the  

club finances, having  looked over th e figures during the  

week. Once the business side of things was complete, chairman  

George Illingworth went round and did a model tour, with everyone 

sitting round and listening as he  pointed out key features o f  

everyone's models.  Jim Gamble is the president of the MMG and  

 was presented with the Chain Of Office regalia by Roger Marriott.  

  See photo bottom right.  All too soon, it was time to  pack up   

  and head for hom e. Models were packed into cars and the ha ll was 

clear by 5pm. I drove Robin back to Merton, encountering  the rain we 

had left behind earlier in the day.  

Tim Gant showing Mark Rolston and 

Chris Dove his Kobelco Crawler Crane  

Michael 

Bent 1958 

crane  Roger Marriott 

Cement Mixer  

Richard Smith  

M1 Fighter  

Richard Payn Lorry 

Mounted Crane  

John Bland Fuel Tanker  

Carl Gill 

Steam Engine  

http://www.nzmeccano.com/image-142924  

Richard Payn 

reports:  

John Molden 

Diamond T Truck  

Brian Edwards  

1929 Scott Squirrel 

Motor Cycle  


