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June 2019  
When you discover metal filingsé. 

éuse these 4mm thrust bearings The weight of the Cha Cha was  too much for the  

bosses even though they had 2 washers between  

them . The constant grinding of 5 days continuous running at the last 2 expos caused both 

bosses to disintegrate. When I discovered all the metal filings I was horrified but thanks to 

these 4mm thrust bearings it was an easy fix. I found them by chance on eBay while 

searching for a solution to Chris Clinkxõs problem of getting his Tin Tin Seaplane to turn a 

propeller using a rubber band. The bosses of the Bush Wheels had too much friction. 

These brilliant thrust bearings solved the problem. Just search eBay for ò4mm thrust 

bearingó.                       There are hundreds of sellers offering many different sizes. 

éuse these 4mm thrust bearings 

An interesting feature of  these bearings is 

that only one of the ball races fits over a 

standard Meccano SWG8 rod which is 

4.064mm. I tried them on a 4mm brass 

rod and one ball race was a tight fit while 

the other had quite a bit of movement.  

https://youtu.be/KVhhtKPI3Ag 

thrust bearing  

noun  

a bearing designed to take a load in the 

direction of the axis of a shaft, especially 

one transmitting the thrust of a propeller 

shaft to the hull of a ship.  

Lasso the rubber bands  through the 

Fork Piece at the front and anchor 

with a bolt at the rear.  
Watch how  fast it spins ! 
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Meccangaroo ð Jim Munro   

Jim Munro from the 

Melbourne Meccano Club 

was watching the Hard Quiz 

TV show that featured h is 

fellow club member Charles 

Sherlock.  One of the 

questions showed a video of 

the Meccangaroo which 

prompted Jim to set about 

building it.  He found the 

original drawing but it didnõt 

have the parts list or any 

instructions.  

Screenshot from 

the TV quiz show.   

Jim says òI ran the r esult down by 

referring to the v ideo from the London 

Meccano Club of David Smithers' model. 

In traditional style the par ts list is 

missing the axle rod ó. òBecause of the vague 

instructions I initially doubl e 

nutted the legs on, and used 

part 80a curved strips as the 

feet, but it was unbalanced and 

binding. I got there eventually! 

Despite not having a lot of parts 

compared to many club 

members, I was happy to be 

able to turn up proper old style 

cranks and par ts 52 without 

end flanges ó. 

 

See Jimõs 9 sec video on  

https://youtu.be/048mjDvJrRE 

Joe Attard  

Boy Watches Girl  

See it hereé 

https://youtu.be/S5yq0EXNPVM 

I found the original instructions 

after Jim had finished.  



where they might be used, when the idea of a  Windmill presented itself.  This òDutchó Windmill has the main rotor, rear 

fantail and central milling w heel all driven by the lovely Mä rklin No. 2 Clockwork Motor which can be seen mo unted at one 

end of the modelõs base. The winding handle near this motor can be used to rotate the main housing through any number of 

revolutions in either direction, at the same time as the Clockwork Motor is driving its components.  This model includes 

Metallus, Märklin and Meccano parts, plus a few foreign items. It works well, in the metal it looks pretty sharp, and Iõm 

happy w ith it.  ð Murray Tulett.  
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Dutch  

        Windmill  

Murray at the Sydney Expo  

by Murray Tulett - Sydney  

In 2011 Brendan Jack, a fellow member of the Meccano Modellers Association,  

Sydney brought to one of our meetings a brand new Berlin set of Metallus.  

This was the largest outfit produced by that company, being approximately  

midway between a Meccano Set 9 and Set 10, and it came beautifully presented in three boxes with neatly formed rigid 

foam to hold and display all the parts. I was instantly hooked, and before long Brenda n was kind enough to order a Berlin 

set for me through his Dutch agent. The price at the time was Euro 615.00 plus freight ð very good value indeed. After the 

set arrived, my enthusiasm for this system continued and I went on to order a significant quantit y of extra parts.  

 Metallus was a German company which commenced production of 

its Meccano -compatible system around the year 2000 and, 

regrettably, ceased production at the end of 2013. Metallus is  

really a continuation of Mä rklin, another German firm who have 

been making model trains for over a century and who produced a 

Meccano -like system for many decades until about thirty years ago. 

Metallus came out in the same light green, blue and pink as 

Märklin, and these two systems go seamlessly together.  

In 2014 I was fortunate to  pick up a decent quantity of Mä rklin, 

and of course this has served to expand my capabilities when 

modelling with Metallus.  

 

In Meccano manuals, windmills are a 

recurring subject for modelling. The 12.5ó 

long multi -perforated pink plate s forming  

my w indmill sails were included in the  

Berlin collection and do not, as far as I am 

aware, have any equivalent in Mä rklin.  

I had been looking at them and wondering  
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For those familiar with Instagram and Facebook, there is a 

feature called hashtags. If you search for  #Meccano you will see 

every post with that hashtag. To make it easy to find posts of 

women who build Meccano Iôve started #Meccanogirls. Try it! 

#Meccanogirls  
Mary Jost  

Graham Jost writes:  

This model takes the form of a three -part tableau: the 

first quadrant shows Humpty sitting on the wall, the 

second shows his having fallen. The last half shows the 

difficulty all parties are having in putting him together 

again.  Mary herself came to regret embarking on this 

particular model, as she had to build Humpty, in one 

state or another, three times over!  

It was built on a GRB surrounded by Sector Plates, so it 

was quite large and heavy. A one -way drive from a 

crankhandle projec ting to the front allowed visitors to 

examine each of the three sections in their own time.   
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On The Road  

Kyabram, Australia  

Meccano Magazine  

visits the expos  

Kyabram is a small rural farming community 

in Victoria.  Each year the local Vintage 

Machinery Club puts on a rally where lots of 

stationary engines are rolled out to chug away 

tirelessly for the two day weekend. They al so 

have lots of memorabilia such as old sewing 

machines, kerosene lamps and even some 

massive steam rollers. I guess Meccano is 

considered old or at least memorable, so we 

were invited and oh what fun we had!  

They let us use real fire and  steam!  

Mike Maloney  

inspired the kids.  

Aerial shot from 

Johnnyõs drone. 

The Roller Derby 

had a push button 

countdown timer.  

The  Theramin was the hit  

of the show!.  

Mike Maloneyõs 

Märklin Steam 

Engine  

See the full article 

on page 6  

 

Theramin hearing test  
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OVERTYPE STEAM ENGINE & BOILER  
 

This model is based on an early German (1920õs) MARKLIN Manual Outfit 6 model ôNr. 924, Lokomobile, Stationarõ, a copy of 

the early manual being generously provided to me by Georg Eiermann a few years ago..  

The model is built using mainly M ärklin  parts from that period, supplemented by a few Meccano parts to make up my stock.  

There were no flexible or flat plates at that time, so structures were built up with multiple strips, girders and flanged pla tes, 

all in a brown/black gunmetal type finish, which I felt was very appropriate for the subje ct.   Even at this early date Mä rklin 

produced quite large circular plates/wheels ð used to build up the boiler - and a large circular ring, used to provide the 

flywheels.  

There were two illustrations of the m odel ð one three -quarter view showing the complete model, and the other, from the 

opposite direction, showing details of the engine crankshaft, piston rods and cylinders. There was also a complete list of pa rts 

required (part numbers are almost the same as  the equivalent Meccano part), but no written construction information.  It was 

left to the constructor to devise his own method of fastening the boiler to the firebox, and the engine bed to the boiler.  

Built as shown in the illustrations the crankshaft co nstruction used Couplings to support Reversed Angle Brackets making up 

the cranks.  The Couplings I had were an early design with the transverse holes tapped on only one side and a clear hole on 

the other, providing no rigidity for either the main shaft or  the piston rod bearing, and the single bearings for the crankshaft 

were totally inadequate.  I have modified the construction using current Meccano Couplings, eliminating the Reversed Angle 

Brackets (resulting in a reduced stroke of the pistons), and prov ided crosshead guides for each of the piston rods, and 

strengthened the outside bearings.  There was no valve gear shown on the original plan so I added simple valve gear using 

Meccano Single -throw Eccentrics; there was just enough room on the crankshaft.  

The engine now runs freely, driven by a French Meccano MR 12V motor running at about 8V and mounted on the back of the 

firebox.  A Ĵósprocket on the motor is connected by chain to a 2ósprocket on the crankshaft, adjacent to the rear flywheel.  

Mike Maloney  

The ever popular Useless Machine  

The Cha Cha  

performed flawlessly  

Kyabram cont.  Whatõs the best thing about modelling Meccano? 

A picture says a thousand words.  

See the next page for model plans.  
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   The trick is to get a  point on one of the 

mounting bolts so that you can score a 

line to mark the exact spot for drilling.   

I chopped the head off a bolt and put  the 

threaded part in my cordless drill and 

held it on an angle to the bench grinder. 

If you donõt have the tools, you can just 

file a point but be careful not to damage 

the thread. Bolts with countersunk heads 

fit nice and flush. Just search eBay for 

M2.5  bolts. All the motors I have bought 

have a 6mm brass boss. Make sure you 

drill the centre mounting hole to 6mm 

AFTER you have scribed the strip to 

ensure a tight fit when scribing.  

Special thankx  to Chris Clinkx for translating this model plan.  

See it go!  Click here.  

https://youtu.be/4MeBDSOG4rI 

        

These geared motors with 4mm shafts  are 

available on eBay from a multit ude of sellers. 

They are available in many speeds but I find 

the 60RPM, 100RPM and 300RPM are the most 

suitable for Meccano models. They generally 

cost in the order of A u$14.00 with free postage 

from China but the price varies depending on 

the seller. I ha ve bought some for as low as 

Au$7.00 which is about 4 quid! Cheap as 

chips. The better quality and stronger motors 

have a 25mm diameter gear box and usually 

has M3 threads for mounting but some have 

M2.5 which is difficult to obtain. Most fastener 

retailer s only go down to M3 but theyõre easy to 

get on eBay so itõs worth stocking up. 

Geared Motor Mounting  

Part 46a Better 

than a strip.  

Tony Press  
Mike Maloney  
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M eccano fellowship at  BAGINTON  
             UK  

Photos 

by Bob  

Thompson  

and  

Mick  

Burgess  

Baginton Village Hall  

MMG  
Midlands  
Meccano  

Guild  

http://www.midlandsmeccanoguild.com/  

Bristol Coach ð 

Brian Edwards  

1939 Dennis New 

World Pump  

by George  

Illingworth  

Field 

Marshall 

Tractor  

Terry 

Pettitt  

Rapid Intervention  

Vehicle ð George 

Illingworth  

Bugatti ð 

Pete Evans  

The boys are back in town!  

Alan Scargill gives a working  

demonstration of his Diesel Engine  

to the tea ladies!  

Trolly 

underside  

John 

Hornsby  

Midland Railway Hand Operated Crane ð John Hornsby  

March 2019  
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SYDNEY Expo 2019  

Johnny turned 13 last month  and didnõt 

want to go to the Sydney Expo so two of 

his older sisters put their hands up.  Zoe 16 (L) and Georgie 14 (R).  

Kids and their phones these days!  

Getting ready  

for the Expo.  

Keit h Burston (L)  

Chris Johnson (R).  

After driving for 8 hours  we checked into 

our meagre hotel room and set off for a 

ferry ride to see the Sydney Opera House 

and Harbour Bridge. The next day I 

dropped the girls off at Chatswood where 

they shopped to their heartõs content 

while I exhibited.  There simply isnõt 

enough room to put all the models in 

this magazine so Iõve just included a few 

highlights and squeezed them in as tight 

as I can. I hope youõll enjoy my light-

hearted look at this great expo.  

Sydney  Meccano Modellers Association 

President, Lee Squires.  

The lovely 

tea ladies . 

Warwick Lewis  

Toplis Level -

Luffing Crane.  

Garth Spurdle  

Number 4  

Peter Stuart, 

Garth Spurdle 

and my Cha Cha.  
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David Hank e and his 

giant crane. Itõs 10ft 

high and contains 6kg 

of nuts and bolts!  

John Thompson. The 

proud builder of this 

outstanding loco.  

Doug Trounce has a colourful technique 

of incorporating lights, switches and 

Dymo labels into his models.  

One of Dougõs 

battery boxes.  

Garth Spurdle 

making some 

adjustments.  

38 NSWGR  

Steam Locomotive  

Originally constructed  

by John Thompson in the  

mid 50s then rebuilt in 1970  

after spending some years in  

storage while John completed his  

studies  in Theology.  In 2003 it was  

restored to its current resplendent condition.  


